THE   NEW   MONGOLIA

modern equipment,, where cattle are Inoculated free
of charge against this dread disease.

My host, over a glass of tea, also explained the
measures taken by the Government to prevent the
land from falling into the hands of the Chinese, who
are cleverer and better trained than the Mongolians.
The Chinese settler is not allowed to buy land, as all
land has from time immemorial belonged to the
State. He can only lease a piece of land. The rental is
very low, but the maximum period of the lease is 12
years, after which the Chinese farmer must leave It.
He may apply for another piece of land elsewhere and
start all over again, which is just what the Mongolian
Government wants him to do, for in this way the
Chinaman's almost unlimited capacity for work and
great tenacity is exploited to increase the fertility of
the land.

My host spoke about the advantages of this system
with obvious pride.

aOur people/3 he said, "do not know how to take
the first step; they've been wandering about in the
steppe so long without anyone taking any notice of
them. Everybody was out to rob us, to exploit us.
But we're putting an end to that. Mongolia is going to
be free and we are going to be masters in our own
country. You come from Russia, the land of our
enemies. But even they are less dangerous than the
Chinese. They work like beasts and hardly eat. They
are satisfied with our leavings, which we throw away.
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